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CLAIMS 

1 . A preventive or therapeutic agent for 
pancreatitis comprising an interleukin-6 (IL-6) 
antagonist as an active ingredient. 
5 2 . The preventive or therapeutic agent according 

to claim 1 in which the IL-6 antagonist is an antibody 
directed against IL-6 receptor, 

3 . The preventive or therapeutic agent according 
to claim 2 in which the antibody directed against IL-6 

10 receptor is a monoclonal antibody directed against IL-6 
receptor. 

4 . The preventive or therapeutic agent according 
to claim 3 in which the antibody directed against IL-6 

*A receptor is a monoclonal antibody directed against human 

15 IL-6 receptor. 

5. The preventive or therapeutic agent according 
IH to claim 3 in which the antibody directed against IL-6 

%1 receptor is a monoclonal antibody directed against mouse 

~ IL-6 receptor. 

2 0 clfcilV IL prevent ^ ve or thera P eut i c agent according 

p to ^ny of claimo - 2 — bo— 5* in which the antibody directed 

against IL-6 receptor is a recombinant antibody, 
tl 7 . The preventive or therapeutic agent according 

to claim 4 in which the monoclonal antibody directed 
25 against human IL-6 receptor is PM-1 antibody. 

8 . The preventive or therapeutic agent according 
to claim 5 in which the monoclonal antibody directed 
against mouse IL-6 receptor is MR16-1 antibody. 

. ,9. The preventive or therapeutic agent according 
k Clam 2. 

^ 30 tet any of claims 2 LO" " 4 in which the antibody directed 

against IL-6 receptor is a chimeric antibody or a 

humanized antibody directed against IL-6 receptor. 

10. The preventive or therapeutic agent according 

to claim 9 in which the humanized antibody directed 

35 against IL-6 receptor is a humanized PM-1 antibody. 

, ,11. The preventive or therapeutic agent according 
ddirn | ... 

to any of claimo 1 to- 10 in which the pancreatitis is 
A 
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acute pancreatitis . 

12. An agent for suppressing pancreatic edema said 
agent comprising an IL-6 antagonist as an active 
ingredient . 

5 13. An agent for suppressing pancreatic edema said 

agent comprising an antibody directed against IL-6 
receptor as an active ingredient. 

14. A method of preventing or treating pancreatitis 
which method comprises administering an interleukin-6 

10 (IL-6) antagonist at an amount effective to prevent or 

treat pancreatitis to the subject in need of such 
prevention or treatment. 

15. The preventive or therapeutic method according 
to claim 14 in which the IL-6 antagonist is an antibody 

15 directed against IL-6 receptor. 

or therapeutic method according 
antibody directed against IL-6 
antibody directed against IL-6 

or therapeutic method according 
antibody directed against IL-6 
antibody directed against human 

or therapeutic method according 
antibody directed against IL-6 
antibody directed against mouse 

or therapeutic method according 
antibody directed against IL-6 
30 receptor is a recombinant antibody. 

20. The preventive or therapeutic method according 
to claim 17 in which the monoclonal antibody directed 
against human IL-6 receptor is PM-1 antibody. 

21. The preventive or therapeutic method according 
35 to claim 18 in which the monoclonal antibody directed 

against mouse IL-6 receptor is MR16-1 antibody. 

22. The preventive or therapeutic method according 



16. The preventive 
to claim 15 in which the 
_ receptor is a monoclonal 

a_ receptor. 

ri 

~* 20 17. The preventive 

i y 

O to claim 16 in which the 

* y receptor is a monoclonal 

IL-6 receptor. 

18. The preventive 
25 to claim 16 in which the 

receptor is a monoclonal 
IL-6 receptor. 

19. The preventive 
to claim 15 in which the 
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to claim 15 in which the antibody directed against IL-6 
receptor is a chimeric antibody or a humanized antibody 
directed against IL-6 receptor. 

23. The preventive or therapeutic method according 
5 to claim 22 in which the humanized antibody directed 

against IL-6 receptor is a humanized PM-1 antibody. 

24. The preventive or therapeutic method according 
to claim 14 in which the pancreatitis is acute 
pancreatitis . 

10 25. A method of suppressing pancreatic edema in 

pancreatitis which method comprises administering an IL-6 
antagonist to the subject. 

26. A method of suppressing pancreatic edema which 
method comprises administering an antibody directed 
15 against IL-6 receptor at an amount effective to prevent 
or treat pancreatic edema to the subject in need of 
suppressing pancreatic edema. 

TT. The use of an interleukin-6 (IL-6) antagonist 
for the production of a preventive or therapeutic agent 
for pancreatitis. 

28. The use according to claim 27 in which the IL-6 
ntagonist is an antibody directed against IL-6 receptor. 

29. The use according to claim 28 in which the 
antibody^directed against IL-6 receptor is a monoclonal 
antibody directed against IL-6 receptor. 

30. The u&e according to claim 29 in which the 
antibody directed against IL-6 receptor is a monoclonal 
antibody directed against hum^h IL-6 receptor. 

31. The use accordin^CS) claim 29 in which the 

3 0 antibody directed against IL-b^r^ceptor is a monoclonal 
antibody directed against mouse IL^6 receptor. 

32. The use according to any of claims 28 to 31 in 
which the antibody directed against IL-6 rdx^ptor is a 
recombinant antibody . 

35 33. The use according to claim 30 in which tl 

monoclonal antibody directed against human IL-6 recept^ 
is PM-1 antibody. 




3*4,. The use according to claim 31 in which the 
monoclona^antibody directed against mouse IL-6 receptor 
is MR16-1 anybody. 

35. The u&\according to any of claims 28 to 30 in 
which the antibody directed against IL-6 receptor is a 
chimeric antibody or a^mrianized antibody directed 
against IL-6 receptor, ^s<^C 

36. The use according t^kclaim 35 in which the 
humanized antibody directed against IL-6 receptor is a 
humanized PM-1 antibody. 

37. The use according to any of c±^4_ms 2 7 to 3 6 in 
which the pancreatitis is acute pancreatitiK 

38. The use of an IL-6 antagonist for thex^^ 
production of an agent for suppressing pancreatic edema 
in pancreatitis. 

39. The use of antibody directed against IL-6 
receptor for the production of an agent for suppressing 
pancreatic edema in pancreatit is . 



